Basingstoke & Deane Manifesto 2021

r
e
t
t
e
B
g
n
i
d
n
Dema
r
e
n
e
e
r
G
g
n
i
o
G

Published and promoted by Gavin James on behalf of the Liberal Democrats at 1Hurne Court Basingstoke RG21 4DE

D

l
a
er ts
b
Li cra
o
m
e

Homes and planning

Culture and Leisure

r
Demanding Bette

r
Demanding Bette

Homes for our children

End the leisure park fiasco.

People are living longer which is driving the
need for more homes. We think those who
grow up here, should be able to bring up
their family and grow old here too.

In 2012, Tories paid consultants and promised
a new leisure park. Nothing has happened.
Our Ice rink faces an uncertain future and is
just too important to lose. We would make it
a key part of a Council controlled renewal of
our leisure park. We’d establish the borough
as a regional leisure attraction, for
participants and sports fans.

However, housing needs to be properly
planned with the right infrastructure. Not
just community facilities, but proper
parking and green spaces.

Going Greener
New homes will last hundreds of years.
Only building them to the highest
environmental standards will bring
down our contribution to climate
change.

The show must go on!

Affordable homes

It is time to payback our essential workers
by building quality homes that they can
afford.

Going Greener
Affordable does not just mean less cost
in rent or purchase. It must mean lower
running costs too. Solar electricity and
thermal solar hot water systems, with
grey water recycling can cut utility bills,
ending fuel poverty for many.

Protecting our rural areas

Some growth is inevitable to sustain shops
and schools. But housing should meet the
needs of the existing community, which
means more social housing where the
Council can control allocation.

Basingstoke is fortunate to have the Anvil
and Haymarket. Sadly, the latter has
become a shadow of its former self. The
Tories have ripped up the funding deal
with the Anvil, halving its budget at 90
days notice.
If we are serious about protecting our

Going Greener
We can prevent overextending our rural
villages by creating green breaks.
Woodland and meadows will improve
biodiversity, also acting as green lungs,
soaking up carbon from the
atmosphere.

town centre economy, the Borough’s rich
arts and cultural talent needs to be
showcased.
We would reverse this cut, support these
venues re-opening, and agree a long term
support package so they can plan for the
future.
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When is the next home match?
This is normally an easy question for the
dedicated football fan, unless they
support Basingstoke Town. Despite the
town’s expansion, the football club finds
itself without a long term home. We’ll
support the club in returning to the
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We’ve some beautiful towns and villages in
our borough. We want to keep them this
way. We recognise they’re more sensitive to
housing growth, and need better long term
planning with the community fully involved.

The Leisure Park regeneration can help
tackle climate change. Big roofs are big
opportunities for solar energy. Heat
from the pool could prevent the
permafrost that has damaged the
existing ice facility. We will aim to
generate all the leisure park’s energy
needs from the site, cutting CO2 and
generating revenue to fund the cost of
renewing the park.
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During the pandemic, as we stumbled from
one lockdown to another, we’ve grown to
appreciate the delivery driver, supermarket
worker, care worker and of course those in
the NHS. Not just the nurses, but those
who keep hospitals clean. Yet for most of
these people, house prices are too high.

Going Greener

Camrose if it’s financially viable. We’ve
not ruled out delivering a sports arena as
part of a Leisure Park rethink. We are
ambitious for sport in our borough and a
venue that could host league football is
our longer term goal.

Going Greener
Having top quality leisure on your
doorstep cuts the need to travel, reducing
your carbon footprint. But leisure doesn’t
need a building all the time. We own
some amazing countryside and urban
parks which we will protect. We’ll plant
more woodland and meadows there, as

great places to walk, run, cycle and relax.
These will improve biodiversity and act as
green lungs, soaking up carbon from the
atmosphere. We’ll also seek funding from
developers to grow enough plants to
offset the life time carbon their
developments generate.

Economy, jobs and money
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Offices for the future
We’re unlikely to see a full return to the daily
commute to head office. Companies sharing
office space in the regions will be the new
norm. Basing View is an ideal location for
serviced office space which companies hire
on short leases. With our financial
investments earning close to 0%, it is time to
invest them in the future economy.
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Saving our town centres
First the banks and estate agents went
online. Post Offices services followed and
now we increasingly shop from our sofa.
Of course some thing aren’t the same. Try
downloading a haircut, or meeting for
coffee over zoom, it’s not the same.
Our high Streets will bounce back, but will
look different. We’ll make sure they’re
attractive places to shop, supporting small
business start ups and promoting them.

Going Greener
Close to the main public transport
hubs, regenerating Basing View will
increase the use of greener travel. We
would build all offices with the latest
green technology to reduce the
borough’s carbon emissions.

Going Greener
There’ll be many more electric cars in
the next decade. Homes with on-street
parking will have to drive to a charging
point in the post petrol era. This could
take an hour or more.
Electric charging points in our town
centre car parks will bring people back
to the high street. You recharge the
economy, whilst we recharge your car!
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Funding our services
The government has abandoned Councils.
It’s cut funding and capped Council Tax.
Local Tories have closed the funding gap by
cutting services but are running out of things
to cut! Our financial investments return
almost zero interest; property income
opportunities are limited.

We would invest in green energy.
Commercial property roofs could be
used for solar generation, solar farms
could be set up in the countryside.

We’ll lobby government to provide support.
Our Tory MPs have either failed to persuade
their own government, or failed to try.

In many cases we could make more
money selling the electric we generate
direct to local business and homes.

Going Greener

